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WHO Family of WHO Family of 
International ClassificationsInternational Classifications

•• Primary Aim:Primary Aim: International comparability of health International comparability of health 
informationinformation

•• Basic principles:Basic principles: scientific and transculturalscientific and transcultural
•• Interrelated use:Interrelated use: Coherent, agreed and Coherent, agreed and 

appropriateappropriate
•• Versatility: Versatility: responds to current or developing responds to current or developing 

health information needs of different users health information needs of different users 
•• Foundation classes:Foundation classes: categories of conceptual & categories of conceptual & 

metric equivalencemetric equivalence
•• Coding Rules:Coding Rules: Transparent and reliableTransparent and reliable
•• Standards:Standards: Uniform and meets ISO standardsUniform and meets ISO standards



ICF 
Publications

1.   Main volume with glossary
- Full version 9999 cat.
- Short version 99 cat.

2.   Clinical Descriptions
& Assessment Guidelines

3.   Assessment Criteria
for Research

4.  Other versions
- Specialty adaptations
• Children and Youth

5.   Dedicated 
Assessment Tools



ICF ChecklistICF Checklist
One componentOne component-- One pageOne page

“at“at--aa--glance”glance”
Salient Categories Salient Categories (169 out of 1494(169 out of 1494

Impairments with:Impairments with:

Body FunctionsBody Functions

Body StructuresBody Structures

Activity and ParticipationActivity and Participation

Environmental FactorsEnvironmental Factors

Other Contextual informationOther Contextual information
Available for:Available for:

Clinicians & providersClinicians & providers
ConsumersConsumers



AimsAims

•• to provide to provide a a scientific basisscientific basis for consequences for consequences 
of health conditionsof health conditions

•• to establish ato establish a common languagecommon language to improve to improve 
communicationscommunications

•• to permit to permit comparison of datacomparison of data across:across:
–– countries countries 
–– health care disciplines health care disciplines 
–– services services 
–– timetime

•• to provide ato provide a systematic coding schemesystematic coding scheme for for 
health information systemshealth information systems



ICIDHICIDH--1         ICF1         ICF

•• Conceptual transformationConceptual transformation
•• User needsUser needs
•• Advocacy          scienceAdvocacy          science

–– Service Outcomes: Service Outcomes: measure to managemeasure to manage
–– Health Measures: Health Measures: evidence to inform policyevidence to inform policy
–– Causality: Causality: multimulti--linear weblinear web



Foundations of ICFFoundations of ICF
Human Functioning     Human Functioning     -- notnot merely  disability merely  disability 

Universal Model          Universal Model          -- notnot a minority modela minority model

Integrative Model       Integrative Model       -- notnot merely medical or socialmerely medical or social

Interactive Model       Interactive Model       -- notnot linear progressivelinear progressive

Parity                         Parity                         -- notnot etiological causalityetiological causality

Context Context -- inclusive     inclusive     -- notnot person aloneperson alone

Cultural applicability   Cultural applicability   -- notnot western conceptswestern concepts

Operational                Operational                -- notnot theory driven alonetheory driven alone

Life span coverage    Life span coverage    -- notnot adult drivenadult driven



Human Functioning    Human Functioning    not disability alonenot disability alone

•• Body functionsBody functions vsvs impairmentsimpairments
•• Body StructuresBody Structures

•• ActivitiesActivities vsvs activity limitationactivity limitation
1980 disability1980 disability

•• ParticipationParticipation vsvs handicaphandicap



Participation Participation oror Handicap?Handicap?

neutral languageneutral language

•• “politically correct”“politically correct”

•• correct usecorrect use
–– interventionintervention

–– opportunityopportunity

–– positive aspectspositive aspects



Universal Model vs. Minority ModelUniversal Model vs. Minority Model

Everyone may have disabilityEveryone may have disability
ContinuumContinuum
MultiMulti--dimensionaldimensional

Certain impairment groupsCertain impairment groups
CategoricalCategorical
UniUni--dimensionaldimensional



Medical Medical versusversus Social ModelSocial Model

•• PERSONAL problem PERSONAL problem vs  vs  SOCIAL problemSOCIAL problem
•• medical care  medical care  vsvs social integration social integration 
•• individual treatment  individual treatment  vs  vs  social actionsocial action
•• professional help  professional help  vsvs individual & collective individual & collective 

responsibilityresponsibility
•• personal personal vsvs environmental                     environmental                     

adjustment adjustment manipulation manipulation 
•• behaviour behaviour vsvs attitude attitude 
•• care care vsvs human rightshuman rights
•• health care policy health care policy vsvs politicspolitics
•• individual adaptation individual adaptation vs vs social changesocial change



Sequence of Concepts Sequence of Concepts 
ICIDH 1980ICIDH 1980

ImpairmentsImpairments
DiseaseDisease

oror
disorderdisorder

DisabilitiesDisabilities HandicapsHandicaps



Health Condition Health Condition 
((disorder/diseasedisorder/disease))

Interaction of ConceptsInteraction of Concepts
ICF 2001ICF 2001

Environmental Environmental 
FactorsFactors

Personal Personal 
FactorsFactors

Body Body 
function&structurefunction&structure

(Impairment(Impairment))

ActivitiesActivities
(Limitation)(Limitation)

ParticipationParticipation
(Restriction)(Restriction)



Equity / ParityEquity / Parity

•• Loss of limb Loss of limb 
landmines  landmines  == diabetes  diabetes  == thalidomidethalidomide

•• Missed days at usual activitiesMissed days at usual activities
flu flu == depression  depression  == back pain back pain == anginaangina

•• StigmaStigma
leprosy leprosy == schizophrenia schizophrenia == epilepsy epilepsy == HIVHIV



Contextual FactorsContextual Factors

PersonPerson
gendergender
ageage
other health other health 
conditionsconditions
coping stylecoping style
social social 
backgroundbackground
educationeducation
professionprofession
past experiencepast experience
character stylecharacter style

EnvironmentEnvironment
ProductsProducts
Close milieuClose milieu
InstitutionsInstitutions
Social NormsSocial Norms
CultureCulture
BuiltBuilt--environmentenvironment
Political factorsPolitical factors
NatureNature



Comparability:  Comparability:  
equivalence across culturesequivalence across cultures

••Conceptual equivalence:Conceptual equivalence:

similar understanding /meaning of concepts similar understanding /meaning of concepts 

••Functional equivalence: Functional equivalence: 

similar domains similar domains 

••Metric equivalence:Metric equivalence:

similar measurement characteristicssimilar measurement characteristics



StructureStructure
ClassificationClassification

PartsParts

ComponentsComponents

Constructs/Constructs/
qualifiersqualifiers

Domains and Domains and 
categoriescategories

at different levels at different levels 

ICFICF

Part 1:Part 1:
Functioning Functioning 

and Disabilityand Disability

Part 2:Part 2:
Contextual Contextual 

FactorsFactors

Body Body 
Functions Functions 

and Structuresand Structures
Activities andActivities and
ParticipationParticipation

Environmental Environmental 
Factors Factors 

Personal Personal 
FactorsFactors

Change inChange in
BodyBody

StructuresStructures
CapacityCapacity PerformancePerformance Facilitator/Facilitator/

BarrierBarrier

Item Item 
levels:levels:

11stst

22ndnd

33rdrd

44thth

Item Item 
levels:levels:
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33rdrd

44thth

Item Item 
levels:levels:

11stst
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33rdrd

44thth

Change inChange in
BodyBody

FunctionsFunctions

Item Item 
levels:levels:

11stst

22ndnd

33rdrd

44thth

Item Item 
levels:levels:

11stst

22ndnd

33rdrd

44thth



ICF ComponentsICF Components

Body FunctionsBody Functions
&&

StructuresStructures

Activities Activities 
& & 

ParticipationParticipation

Environmental Environmental 
FactorsFactors

BarriersBarriers

FacilitatorsFacilitators

Functions Functions 

Structures Structures 

CapacityCapacity

PerformancePerformance



Body Functions and StructuresBody Functions and Structures

Skin and related structuresSkin and related structuresFunctions of the skin and related Functions of the skin and related 
structuresstructures

Structures related to movementStructures related to movementNeuromusculoskeletal and Neuromusculoskeletal and 
movementmovement--related functionsrelated functions

Structures related to the Structures related to the 
genitourinary and reproductive genitourinary and reproductive 
systemssystems

Genitourinary and reproductive Genitourinary and reproductive 
functionsfunctions

Structures related to the digestive, Structures related to the digestive, 
metabolic and endocrine systemsmetabolic and endocrine systems

Functions of the digestive, metabolic Functions of the digestive, metabolic 
and endocrine systemsand endocrine systems

Structures of the cardiovascular, Structures of the cardiovascular, 
immunological and respiratory immunological and respiratory 
systemssystems

Functions of the cardiovascular, Functions of the cardiovascular, 
haematological, immunological and haematological, immunological and 
respiratory systemsrespiratory systems

Structures involved in voice and Structures involved in voice and 
speechspeech

Voice and speech functionsVoice and speech functions

The eye, ear and related structuresThe eye, ear and related structuresSensory functions and painSensory functions and pain

Structures of the nervous systemStructures of the nervous systemMental functionsMental functions



Activities and ParticipationActivities and Participation

11 Learning &Applying KnowledgeLearning &Applying Knowledge
22 General Tasks and DemandsGeneral Tasks and Demands
33 CommunicationCommunication
44 MovementMovement
55 Self CareSelf Care
66 Domestic Life AreasDomestic Life Areas
77 Interpersonal InteractionsInterpersonal Interactions
88 Major Life AreasMajor Life Areas
99 Community, Social & Civic LifeCommunity, Social & Civic Life



Environmental FactorsEnvironmental Factors

1. Products and technology 1. Products and technology 
2. Natural environment and human2. Natural environment and human--

made changes to the environmentmade changes to the environment
3. Support and relationships3. Support and relationships
4. Attitudes 4. Attitudes 
5. Services, systems and policies 5. Services, systems and policies 



ICF ICF in health & disability statisticsin health & disability statistics

•• Common DomainsCommon Domains
–– MobilityMobility -- CognitionCognition -- MoodMood
–– Self CareSelf Care -- Usual Activities Usual Activities ... ... 

•• link data from both health and disability link data from both health and disability 

•• Multiple ComponentsMultiple Components

•• overcomes the “impairment” focusovercomes the “impairment” focus

•• Environmental FactorsEnvironmental Factors

•• ComparabilityComparability



•• Needs assessment Needs assessment 
•• Outcome assessmentOutcome assessment
•• Utilization patternsUtilization patterns

•• Comparison of different interventionsComparison of different interventions
•• Consumer satisfactionConsumer satisfaction

•• Service performanceService performance
–– outcomesoutcomes
–– costcost--effectivenesseffectiveness

•• Electronic recordsElectronic records
•• Clinical terminologyClinical terminology

ICF in clinical practice & management ICF in clinical practice & management 


